
Hours of Operation
Park: Sunrise to Sunset 

Visitor Center: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Park Office: 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM

All times are central 

Dunbar Cave State Park
401 Old Dunbar Cave Road

Clarksville, TN 37043
931-648-5526

Tennessee State Parks
William Snodgrass Building TN Tower
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue 2nd Floor

Nashville, TN 37243
888-867-2757

www.tnstateparks.com

Get Involved
Volunteers and the Friends of Dunbar 
Cave State Park assist in protecting, 
preserving, and promoting the cultural 
and natural resources of their favorite state park. 
They do this by giving of their time and talents to 
ensure the park’s integrity for future generations 
to enjoy. It’s easy to show your support – join the 
Friends of Dunbar Cave at  https://sites.google.
com/site/friendsdunbar. To learn more about 
volunteer opportunities in your area, visit www.
tnstateparks.com/about/get-involved.

Visitor Center and Museum
A small museum is located in the 1933 
Bathhouse next to the parking lot. It is open 
between 8:00 AM and 4:30 PM as staffing 
permits. Exhibits on natural and cultural 
resources are on display.

Picnic Area
Six picnic tables without grills are available on 
a first-come first-serve basis. Restrooms are 
available in the nearby visitor center which is 
open from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM daily (closed 
some holidays). Portable toilets are also 
located in the picnic area.

Nearby Attractions
    Customs House Museum - 3.5 miles
    Fort Defiance – 5.1 miles

Other Nearby State Parks
    Port Royal State Historic Park - 12 miles
    Montgomery Bell State Park - 40 miles
    Paris Landing State Park – 48 miles

Annual Events
    Spring Fling    	    
    Cooling at the Cave 
    Dunbar Cave 1865 
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DUNBAR CAVE
STATE PARK

Directions
Take I-24 to Exit 8, (Rossview Road). Turn left on 
Rossview Road. Travel 0.25-miles to Dunbar Cave 
Road. Turn left on Dunbar Cave Road. The park 
entrance is 2.50-miles on the right.

Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation authorization no. 327152, 15,000 copies. 
This public document was promulgated at a cost of 
$.06 per copy, July 2019.

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation is 
committed to principles of equal opportunity, equal access, and affirmative 
action. For more information, contact the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation EEO/AA Coordinator at 615-532-0001 or 
the ADA Coordinator at 615-532-0059. Hearing-impaired callers may use 
the Tennessee Relay Service at 800-848-0298. www.tnstateparks.com

Hiking
Hiking trails range from the 0.45-mile Lake Trail 
which takes you around and the lake and 
wetlands, the 0.75 mile Grassland Trail through 
the restored prairie (above), the 0.65-mile Short 
Loop, and the 1.45-mile Recovery Trail. The Short 
Loop and Recovery Trails take you into the forest 
and over successional fields.
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the upland forest, which is a forest recovered 
from 19th century clear cutting; and the prairie, 
which is a restored example of the type of 
savannah that was so prevalent in the southeast 
over 200 years ago. Dunbar Cave State Park 
partners with the Southeastern Grasslands 
Initiative in the ongoing restoration of prairie.

Ranger-guided Cave Tours
Tours of Dunbar Cave are offered seasonally and 
tickets are required to enter Dunbar Cave. Tours 
usually begin in May. Cave walkways are 
relatively flat but muddy in places. Some 
stooping and climbing of steps is necessary and 
for this reason the cave is not ADA accessible. 
Reservations are strongly recommended 
and may be made online.

Dunbar Cave State Park
The 144-acre day-use park is centered around 
Dunbar Cave which has been used by mankind 
for thousands of years. Dunbar Cave is named 
for Thomas Dunbar, who settled near the cave 
in the 1780s. From the Paleo-indians of the last 
ice-age to the 20th century music resorts, 
people have long been attracted to the natural 
air conditioning and ample spring water 
provided by the cave.

Seven hundred years ago, Dunbar Cave was a 
sacred place for native people of the 
Mississippian culture. They left many drawings 
in the form of pictographs and petroglyphs 
on the walls in the dark zone of Dunbar Cave. 
These images likely represent the Mississippian 
people’s understandings of cosmology 
and the afterlife. Dunbar Cave is the 
only place in the world where the 
public can view Mississippian dark 
zone cave art. 

Just after the American Civil War, multiple 
attempts were made to commercialize Dunbar 
Cave and the nearby Idaho Springs. Most 
notably were during the Big Band era of the 
1930s which saw performances by such greats 
as Glen Miller, Lena Horne, and Benny 
Goodman. The 1933 Bathhouse serves as the 
current visitor center and park office. In 1948, 
country music star Roy Acuff developed the 
site into a country music park which included 
square dances, live radio show performances 
by Grand Ole Opry stars such as Minnie Pearl, 
the Smokey Mountain Boys, and Ernest Tubb. 

The park surrounding Dunbar Cave features 
several different ecosystems such as the 
wetlands, located below the mouth of the cave; 

Dunbar Cave State Park
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Interpretive Programming
The park offers scheduled interpretive 
programs year-round for all ages. Topics 
include history, archaeology, biology, and 
geology. Multiple Junior Ranger Camps for kids 
are offered in the summer. Events/programs are 
listed on our webpage and Facebook page.

   
©

M
ic

ah
 M

at
he

w
so

n


