
Volunteer Opportunities
Friends of Radnor Lake and 
volunteers assist in protecting and 
preserving the cultural and natural 
resources of Radnor Lake. They do this by giving 
of their time and talents to ensure the natural 
areas integrity for future generations to enjoy. 
It’s easy to show your support – join the Friends 
of Radnor Lake (radnorlake.org) or participate in 
one of the monthly volunteer trail days offered 
to individuals, families and groups. 

To learn more about volunteer opportunities in 
your area, please visit www.tnstateparks.com. 

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation is 
committed to principles of equal opportunity, equal access and affirmative 
action. Contact the Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation for more information. Hearing impaired callers may use the 
Tennessee Relay Service at 800-848-0298. 

Tennessee Department of Environment and 
Conservation authorization no. 327152, 25,000 copies. 
This public document was promulgated at a cost of $.06 
per copy, September, 2018.

Hours of Operation
State Park and Natural Area

6:00 AM to Sunset Daily

Visitor Center
Closed - Tues. & Wed.

9:30 AM to 5:00 PM - Thur. - Mon.
(Closed 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM) 

Radnor Lake State Park
1160 Otter Creek Road
Nashville, TN  37220

615-373-3467

Tennessee State Parks
William R. Snodgrass TN Tower

312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue, 2nd Floor
Nashville, TN  37243

888-867-2757

www.tnstateparks.com

Directions
Take I-65 to Harding Place, Exit 78. Travel west on 
Harding place (or Battery Lane) to Granny White 
Pike. Turn left and travel south to Otter Creek 
Road and turn left (across from Granny White 
Market.)

www.tnstateparks.com

Planned Programs
Ranger-led environmental education programs 
ranging from wildflower hikes, waterfowl 
identification and/or canoe floats are 
conducted seasonally. Year-round nature 
programs range from birds of prey programs 
to reptile programs. A schedule of programs is 
available at the Walter Criley Visitor Center or 
online at tnstateparks.com or radnorlake.org.

R A D N O R  L A K E
S T A T E  P A R K
T E N N E S S E E

www.tnstateparks.com



Barbara J. Mapp Aviary Education Center
               The Barbara J. Mapp Aviary Education    		
	         Center opened in 2015. This center 
                       serves several educational needs at     	
	         Radnor Lake and provides a 
                       permanent home to injured and     	
	   non-releasable birds of prey. It includes 
a 550-foot boardwalk with five individual aviaries 
for captive (non-releasable) birds of prey, a bald 
eagle flighted aviary and a 50-seat amphitheater 
for ranger-led birds of prey programs. 

Other environmental education opportunities 
include interpretive displays about venomous and 
non-venomous snakes. The Ann Tarbell Library 
contains an extensive collection of bird-related 
books, images and other educational resources. 

This facility also serves as a satellite classroom 
for Henderson State University in Arkansas and 
its Cultural Geography Program. Henderson State 
University geography classes utilize not only the 
physical and cultural aspects of the natural area 
but the archival resources of the library as well.

In addition, this facility serves as the urban 
natural area research station for the long-term 
environmental research collaboration with the 
DuBois Campus of Penn State University. 

Activities
The primary activities at Radnor Lake  
include hiking, wildlife observation, 
photography, bird watching and ranger-led 
interpretive programs along our well-maintained 
trails. Other activities not permitted along our 
trail system such as bicycling, jogging and 
walking dogs are permitted on Otter Creek Road. 
A schedule of programs and events is available 
online at radnorlake.org and tnstateparks.com. 

Radnor Lake State Park and Natural Area 
is Tennessee’s first and most visited State 
Natural Area. This 1,339 acre Class II Natural 
Area is a day-use area only. Visitors are able to 
view an assortment of migratory waterfowl and 
songbirds, reptiles, amphibians and whitetail 
deer. Radnor Lake also has a diversity of
wildflowers, trees, shrubs, vines, mosses 
and fungi. With over six miles of trails 
ranging from easy to strenuous, hiking 
and birding are the primary uses for 
park visitors.

Historical Significance 
Radnor Lake was constructed in 1914 by the 
Louisville and Nashville Railroad as a source 
of water for their steam engines and livestock. 
With the close of the steam era, Radnor’s 
water was no longer needed for its original 
purpose. In the late 1960s, development
threatened in the form of a subdivision 
surrounding the current lake with over 200 
homes. Local residents, educators and state
officials intervened and raised funds to buy 
Radnor Lake. This was the birth of Tennessee’s 
first State Natural Area that opened to the 
public in 1973.  

Walter Criley Visitor Center 
Opened in 1992, the Walter Criley Visitor 
Center provides trail maps, brochures, monthly 
program schedules, birding checklists, display 
cases on the cultural and environmental history 
of the natural area along with films focused on 
the natural area at Radnor Lake. The visitor’s 
center is located on the western side of the 
lake, and in a car, can only be accessed from 
the Granny White Pike entrance.

RADNOR LAKE 
STATE PARK
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